
Dear Mr. R£tch~e:

My family and I have been raising ca~tle i~ Contra COSta
County s~nce ]974. We are very concerned as ~o how the
Cai-Fed plan wxll affect ~he eceDomy, the environmen[ and
the live!~noo~ o~ farmers a~d ranchers in California

We are asking tkat you please extend the ~ime to read the
EIR released on Ju!y 2!, 2000. One month is not sufficient
t±me to read and interpret the plan.. There should be public
hearings so that farmers and ranchers who w~l! have to zbide
by the ~[an will at least be able to understand complet~!y
how they w:il be affected.

We ~n agriculture take very seriously our roles as szewards
of the land, and believe very s[rong!y that Ca!-Fed should
encourage en~ support our efforts to enter into and ma±ntain
voluntary habitat conservation programs. We are very con-
scious o~ the w~idllfe cn our lands and anythinq we prov~e
for our l±vestomk is shared by the wildlife s~lch as wa~er,
salt, grains, hay and shelter. We in agriculture contribute
greatly to a positive quality of life. If the Ca!-Fed
plan proceeds without further h~ar~ngs and without input
f~o~ the a~ricultura! community, it wi!l be agrlculture
which...~l~. _ ~_~ sacrificed and regulated to extinction.

Does California really want to lose hundreds o~ thousands
of farm!and acreage with the subsequent !os~ of habitat
prsservation. We would hope not.

The emphasis of Cal-Fed should be to ~e~ver cptimai
surface water storage with the ~b£1~ty to accommodate the
increased demanas of an explod±ng popu!a~±on. !n addJ.tion,
the constant threat of drought years ~ilI take a serious
~oll on the CalJfornla environment that only sufficient
water storage efforts will help to ease.

Taking farmland out of production w],l! on!y r~sult in the
!oss of healthy, affordable foods, and the loss of many,
many joDs ~rom rura! california, and the domino effect of
iosins habitat protection. California w~ll be left with
nothing but ever development and a meverely diminished
~uaiit%" et life.
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Aq~!n, w~ on].y ask that you allow more time %o r~view
the plan. After all, this was re!ease~ at a t~me when
crop producers are in the mos~ labor intensive par%
of their qrowin~ season. Please hold pUbliC nearangs
so those who will be most affected will have a chance
to be heard. We are will~ng to ~orm partnerships and
work with Cal-Fed but only if we complet&ly understand
what it all means.

Thus £ar, we have managed water and ia~ds verywe~&,~’
thereby providing a harmonious atmosphere ~or wiid~e.
We are the true c~nserva~ion~ts. We only ask that
you hol~ pubile hearings before the plan is finalize~
and yeu embark on a path from wh$ch there w~ii be no

A~ Dack.

Thank you ~or your considerat±on.

Jackie S ~oewa ~-t
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